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| us of this letter are veing forwarded to ae, 
anvassador i Cairo, vonsular vepartnment. 
Offices and co ifls tiajesty's S consil-General 


I have the honour to be, 
DAD y 
Your most obedient Servaat, 


dy AT. OLOH AM 


, 


The Secretary to tie Ministry of transport, 
Berkeley Square Hous@, 
LUWWON Wel. 
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Fort Said the &th January 1947 6 a 


Consul -Fort Gaide 
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4@, the members of the crew of the Ho. UGoah ViduUR do hereby strongly 
protest against the use of our services for the transport of Lllegal Jewish 
emmigrants from Haifae 

| @ a0 eo for the following reasons: 
aj The work is not that which we understood we would be expected to under- 
(take when we signed the ships articlese The only paragraph in these articles 
that refers to the nature of the work to be carried out by the vessel Bnys 
(in pare 1; specifically trading in any rotation us the Master may decidee 
Gur present work certainly is not trading however elastic that eclseuse may 
be,we cannot be certain however,that our present duties constitute a breach 
of the articlese hat we do know is that 1f these present opera.ions had been 
explained at the time of engagenet,we should have refused to sign under 
such terms, owing to the risks ond daunyers involved and unpleasentness exe 
plained in the next objectione 
2) The risks ond danger over and ubove the present day sesfaring risks that 
we are appurently Torced to accept are as follow: 
aj) umger of contracting disease or infectione This could harvecen casily 
in our opinion throuz:h the overcrowded condition of the ship when we sere 
carrying refugees,( se nave hed as many 96 1e90G on dDourd;. “ost of these 
people are in a very poor physical atate us the high percetitaye of sickness 
shows. Sheir hospital ond esergency hospital aré situnted in close proximity 
to tie crews yuerters and ve constant strean of serious und tiinor casualties 
nass to mand Cro, any of whom could be currying contevious disease that could 
spread un evideric throughout. the shipde Contect in the course o7 our work 
in other ways with the sews om their militery guards is aiso uneVvoldableée 
hen the ship army staff wash out the latrines used by the fanivrants with 
hoges the wecs is ceused to flow alon;, the Geck fron forvard to acidships 
(where the crew galley ls situated; before all of it finally runs overboarrte 
Briefly the ship in vur ju@gement is completely unsuitable and has not the 
adequate facilities to undertuke this work, unless undue and incressing 
risks sre takene 
eo are f:ced with attack by Jewish terrorists when in 'seila and Cuinme 
aD bk REVAL by a limpet bonb and the 
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strain of another *private war’ inflicted on thete 

yeurg of wer at sea oni do not exsetly relish these additional dangers now; 
wil this acts to the ~eneral discontent and sense of unfairness anonget the 
crew in heaving to take part in these opereti onbe 

3) vinully we dislike intensely the genersi atiosphere abourd wher, we carry 
the iuwityrante, the ship at those tines resembling «ore of a :ilitary prison) 
or floating econsentration cas, than a vessel enga,ed in o peace?ul tradinge 
‘he scenes of violence,distress,iysteria and sicknens thet oceur when the 
Jews are foreibly reaoved frou their ships and again when leaving ours, the 
sickness and despair all round us is during the voyage make this a sickening 
andi depressing business and most diatasteful jobde 

“or ell these reasons we feel we are juatafied in cleining the right to be 
puild off or alternatively for the ship to be trenefrerred baeek to our oripgie 
wal job of cargo carryinie | 

'e@ h@pe you will give this uutter your serious consideration and | 
let us know at the csrliest sounible date of your decision. * 


vor and on behalf of the crew, 


(ed) Ge. Tyler. 
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aeport from the Shipping Office, british 
Vonsulate, Port Said, on a visit 
on board s.s. Gcean Vigour. 


Oh GE GN Gwe ee GH Ge aw Ge ome ‘ 


I went on board the above mentioned 
vessel, to investigate into tne complaint 
made by tiie crew. as to the eondition @n. board 
while carrying liligal immigrants. 
_i interviewed all the members of the 
crew (38) and fifteen of them are not prepared 
to sail on the Siip if the vessel continues 
to enrry these immigrants. 
agreed to remain on board. Not remaining. 
fficers 10 10 © 15 British seamen. 


3Pitisi Seamen 


foreign Seanen 


(S¢gd) D.. Murray. 
of british Consulate 
20.1.47. Shipping Office, 
Port Said. 
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liess "“Goean Vigour", 


ifiruiug telephone couversation 


PRUNSOIL, GCONCePiing relie? 


safore termination of 
it has been agreed by PiS.Y.uU. wed. that 


* 8 


Su0Uld ue not be in a pusition tc give a definite dute 


of release of tie ship by tue middle of February » 1947, 


then action wili be taxen to engage Locally a relief 
crew replacing me:ibers not vrepared to carry out thei 


agreenent. 7 : 
(Sgdj 2.1. Parkinson 
Lbs Cdr. HReiieile 

for Comiander Aeiteci. 


@elephone ccnversation referreu to . 
Wwis-net nie “hE. . Yonsul but with the Slcior 
iee Consul. 
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FROM PARTS TO FOREIGN OMPtEE. JAN 1947 


mts Duff Cooper, p, 4.57 p.m, 80th January 1947, 
Oo, 101, 
Soth January 1947, R. 4.5 p.m, 380th January 1947, 


WW: WiWsW 


IMPORTANT, 


SECRET. 


| prease pass following to Admiralty repeated 
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean from B,.N.A, 301645, 


[ Begins], 
Wish transport Ulua mentioned in NA. 


| Je 
Stockholm 241614 is now at Le Havre and is expected 
to sail at an early date, 


__. % She has approximately 600 persons on board, 
Her destination is said to be Genoa, 


5. Foreign Office and Consuls are being 
informed, 


4, Admiralty pass to Commander-in-Chief 
Mediterranean, | 
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E 1021 | BRITISH EMBASSY, 
— WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 
24th January 1947 


Refs: 84 4 
Refs: 84/ _/47 va 


Dear Department, | (<. 


Would oo refer to Foreign Office 
io telegram No. 148 of 4th January and to our telegram 
- No, 111 of 7th January about the M/V "ABRIL" which 
recently left New York for the purpose of carrying 
illegal immigrants to Palestine. 


We enclose herein a copy of a letter dated 
the 17th January from Sinclair at the Consulate- 
General in New York and an extract from the New York 
Times of January 18th on the subject. The letter 
from Maclean referred to in Sinclair's first para- 
graph gave the text of the Foreign Office telegram 
mentioned above and requested such action thereon 


as was possible. 


s92uasafay 


The New York Times article is revealing, as 
it shows that the American League for a Free Palestine 
(represented by Alexander Wilf, not Wolf) was 
evidently behind this, though it denied respon- 
sibility and placed the onus on the Repatriation 
Committee of the Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation in Basle. As the two organisations are 
in close contact, this denial carries little 
conviction. Since the vessel was, for practical 
purposes, owned by an extremist Q 
a warning would, as Sinclair says, unfortunately 


serve no useful purpose. 
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NOO NOT 


Yours ever, 


Eastern Department, CHANCERY 
Foreign Office, a 
London, S.W.1. wt, 


’ of 
or 
‘\ 


COPY 


British Consulate-General, 
25 Broadway, 
New York 4, N.Y. 


17th January 1947 


Dear Ton, 


Will you please refer to previous correspondence 
on the subject of "American Volunteers for Hebrew 
Repatriation" and in particular to telegrams between 
the Embassy and this Consulate General and Maclean's 
letter to John Robey of the 6th January 1947 on the 
subject of the M/V "ABRIL". 


In the light of the information contained in 
Embassy telegram No.l of 7th January 1947, I personally 
went round to 233 Broadway to have a discreet 'look' at 
the Tyre Shipping Company. I could find no trace of the 
Company, or of any other concern with a name in any Way 
resembling it. Nor could any person called Alex Wolf 
be traced at that address. | 


Enquiries by our own Shipping Office have failed 
to trace any record of the Tyre Shipping Company. Of 
the three individuals allegedly connected with the Company, 
the name of only one of them, Julian A. Licht, appears 
in the Manhattan telephone directory. The latter shows 
an individual of that name residing at 44 West leth St. 


I have enquiries on foot regarding Dr. Irving 
Shandoll at 745 Fifth Avenue. 


You will appreciate, however, that in pursuing any 
enquiries of this nature, we are treading on. very danger- 
ous ground, and are obliged to observe extreme caution. 


I am by no means giving up the quest for information, 
but, since all the circumstances point to the Tyre Shipping 
Company being a 'front' created for the purpose of effecting 
purchase and registration of vessel for use by one or other 
of the Zionist organisations, the question of our communica- 
ting any warning to them as suggested in Maclean's letter 
of 6th January does not arise. | 


Yours ever, 


RONALD SINCLAIR 


T.E. Bromley, Esq., 
British Embassy, Washington, D.C. 
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New York Times, 


January 18, 1947 


MYSTERY SHIP SERN! 


AS EXILES’ HAVEN 


Yacht Constructed in 1931 Is 
Believed Carrying Jews 
Into Palestine 


By GEORGE HORNE 


An 800-ton yacht, the subject of 
international “representations” and 
of concie>rable speculation on the 
New York waterfront as a “mys- 
tery” craft, is headed eastward 
from Marseille presumably to en- 
|gage in running the British block- 
ade carrying Jewish refugees into 
Palestine, it was disclosed yester- 
day. 

The 2,000-horsepower Abril, buil 
jin 1931 and formerly called the 
|Cythera, left New York late in 
December headed for Marseille 
with a cargo that aroused atten- 
tion. . 

‘| With a crew of twenty-eight men 
aboard and flying the flag of Hon- 
duras, the trim yacht carried a 
n ess kits of an Army 
type, believed to have been bought 
in surplus sales here, and 1,500 
{standard type lifejackets. Her ac- 
commodations and stores indicated 


,|that she would take on passengers | 


in number far in excess of any 
«(journey in her previous history. 
»| She had cleared her papers at 
{the Custom House, according to 

public records there, on Dec. 25, 
»{and two days later she quietly left 
‘{port. The names of her master and 
.Jerew are not publicly known, but 
.|her owner was listed as the Tyre 
.| Shipping Company, 233 Broadway, 
‘|@ corporation formed on June 10, 
{|1946, with the firm of Friedman, 
“|Marx & Handler, of the same ad- 
.|dress, as attorneys. 


Knows Nothing About Owners 


-| #K, Bertram Friedman of the law 
,|firm said he had drawn up the 
{incorporation papers but that he 
-| Knew nothing of the owners of the 
‘| vessel or of her destination. 
| Lord Inverchapel, British Am- 
'{bassador in Washington, has made 
| representations at the Department 
10f State on the Subject of the 
‘|Powerful motor yacht, but the 
|basis of the representations are 
inot known. | 
‘| A spokesman at the Department 
of State said yesterday that an in- 
vestigation had been made, and no 
Violation of the laws was found. 
A Maritime Commission spokes- 
‘man said the yacht, formerly the 
‘PY31, in Navy use during the war, 
was sold for $36,100, in the regular 
| course of its duties as vessel dis- 
|posal agent of the United States 
Government, 
| A report from Paris yesterday 
|said the Abril had arrived and had 
|joined a small fleet of craft of Simi- 
|larly mysterious purpose. 
|__ French authorities in Parig and 
| Marseille are copnizant of “an in- 
;Creasing traffic’ in the Mediter- 
|Fanean of vessels éngaged in run- 
ning’ the British blockade, and it 
was estimated that as many as 
seventy vessels are cruising the 
waters around Marseille and 


tate records at Albany show 
| that the incorporators of the Tyre 
concern were Morris Brenner, 1183), 
|Grand Concourse, Bronx; Julian ; 
Licht, 44 West Twelfth Street, and; 
Alexander Wilf, of 619 Market |: 
Street, Philadelphia. Neither of the. 
first two owners could be reached |; 
by telephone, although several|: 
|calls were made during last week. t 


Mr. Wilf, a telephone call to]? 


Philadelphia disclosed, is out of i 
the city. It wag learned, however, |: 
that he is vice chairman of the|: 
American League for a Free 
Palestine, at 25 West Forty-fifth : 
Street, which gathers. funds in this 
country for the European “under-|. 
ground railway” through which 
European Jewish refugees are 
‘carried to Palestine. i 
_ A spokesman for the league |: 
pointed out that its projects were|. 
no secret, but said that’ the. money] 
collected, amounting to some $300,-|: 
000 in recent months, was all sent|: 
abroad to the Repatriation Co 
mission of the Hebrew Committ : 
,Of National Liberation, at Basle, |; 
‘Switzerland. . ‘ 
The league itself does not pur- 
chase any craft; it is quite likely; 
that the Basle committee uses the}: 
funds for the purchase and lease |. 
of blockade-running vessels, he/ 
Said. 


Underground Group in Charge | 
“The actual operation is handled . 


TT ———————_—_—_—_ 
by the underground route which 
had such success in rescuing over 
40,000 people from the Gestapo in 
the war,” he declared. “Obviously 
this operation requires ships and 
we are not engaged in operating 
Ships. That is left to the people 
who are handling this exodus.” 


| 
| The spokesman incidentally dis- 


closed that the original cost of 
$250 for taking a refugee through |. 
to Palestine had been reduced con- 
siderably. | 

He said the repatriation commit- 
tee had purchased craft in Euro- 
pean countries and that if it chose 
to buy through American repre- 
sentatives in the surplus American 
market there was no legal barrier 
to such purchases. The league, 
however, knew nothing of the buy-}: 
ing of the Abril.. 

The league obtains its funds by |! 
public appeals and from proceeds | 
of the play’“A Flag Is Born,” 
Ben Hecht. Former Senator Guy} 
M. Gillette is president of the! 
league. 

There have been frequent ru-‘* 
mors in recent weeks that a num-j 
ber of small craft had been pur-| 
chased and were being outfitted! 
here to join the Abril. A check of| 
shipyards failed to turn up any: 
other vessels, however. With none 
of the Tyre company officials: 
available it was not even known 
where the Abril’s reconversion Was | 
made, except that it was at a dock : 
in Brooklyn. . : 


Spezia, Italy, according to the re-|. 
port. They range from yachts and/! 


‘|motorboats to steamers. 
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Cypher/OTP 


FROM BUCHAREST TQ FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Sarell D. 5.48.p.m.31st January 1947 
No: 98 
Sist January 1947 Re 7.5C.p.m.dist January 1947 
Repeated to Copenhagen 
Vienna 


a 
Meineer Sehulli Loewenthel, a Russian 
Speaking Jew residine in Buchsrest is trying to get to 
Denmark to buy smel]] Shins suiteble for carriage of 
illegal cewish immierents to Palestine, 


saduasafay 


% de hes epvlied for ¢ militery permit for 
transit through #ustria snd Germany snd has Riasien 
clearance from Rownania valid for travel to Denmark. 
Although he denied having done So, I learn that he 
applied for a Vanish entry visa which wos refused as 
the Danish Legation consider him to be an undesirable, 


permit issued by the authorities in Charlottenber 

Berlin permitting him to enter the British zone. There 

1s good reason to believe this permit to de a for ery 

and a photostet sony will bs sent to you for verification, 
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5, He hes in his possession a British Military 
g 


NOONOT 


&o 1 have arranged that British abe ca pclae 
offices at Budapest Vieena end Trasie should be aske not 
to grant any facilities to this MAN « 


pone Orfice plesse pass to Ne ae a 
® 9 


Vienna, Berlin and rague aS my telegrams No: 

and 2 respectively. 

(Repeated to po poubaeen, Vienna, Berlin and 
Prague aS Foreign Office telegrams Nos: 61, 164, 264 and 
116 respectively. ] 


Following document(s} retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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Tegueigelpa, Hondures, 


22nd January, 1976 wf 


ie 

3 we) che 

pte ~ 

ay . 
é 


eS : : a 1H I q 
ee ae es, 1947 £ ¢ an = rg 


With reference to my  telegtenl No. 3 
of llth January, 1947, regarding M.S.“Abril", 
I have the honour to report that, in view 

of the telegraphic instructions of 11th 
January from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and the Minister of War here to the Honduranean 
Consul General in New York, Mr. Alex Wilf, 
President of the Tyre Shipping Co., Ine., 

of 233 Broadway, Room 2140 New York, has 
informed the Consul General by letter that 

no definite plans have been formulated as to 
the vessel's movements from Marseilles; that 
he will inform him of such movements and that 
they will be confined to the limits expressed, 
that is, outside the zone blockaded by His. 
Majesty's Government in connexion with the 
illicit traffic of Jews to Palestine. 


26 I am sending copies of this des- 
patch to His Majesty's Ambassador in 
Washington and to His Majesty's Consuls 
General in New York and Marseilles. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


H.M. Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 
&Coy, KCe,y KCo, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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British Legation, 
Reykjavik. | E121 ae 


TOP SECRET 22nd January, 1947. g FES 147 
. id 


ww 


No. Be | 


Sir, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Top Secret circular No. 0175 (E 114.23/7656/G) of the 
16th December with enclosure about illegal immigration into 
Palestine. : 


2. There are extremely few Jews in Iceland and those 
few seem to be entirely occupied with their individual 
commercial pursuits, whilst the local Communist press 
éxploitation against us of.the Palestinian problem seems to 
be along conventional lines, possibly inspired by the 3oviet 
representation here. I am unaware of any activity which 


would suggest participation in this area in illegal immigration 


and do not believe that any such exists at present. With 
the exception of one Icelandic Governinent official, there 
have. not even beén:any enquiries for! visas. for ‘Palestine. 


3. The matter will, however, be borne in mind and 
any signs of such activity in the future will be at onee 
reported. | 


I have the honour to be,,with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


H.i. Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office. 


NOG NO) 
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BRITISH . LEGATION Pe 
—_ GUATEMALA, 
¢. 28th. January, 1947. 


iC oust | 


Sir, 
I have Ahe honour, with reference to your 
avingram No. 20 of the 4th November, 1946, to trans- 
mit herein copies in translation of the following 
docunents, covering regulations governing eer eon 
into the Republic of Guatemala:~= 
1) Letter from. the Immigration Department 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
the Undersecretary of that Ministry, 


2) Clauses a), b), ¢c) and d) of the Law 
of Alienship referred to in 1) above, 


3) List of Guatemalan Consular representa~ 
tives in Europe and 


aDuasafay 


4) Letter from the Legal Department of: the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the mechen 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


2. .No special measures against the inmni-~ 
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gration of Jews, as such, appear in these regulations, | 


provided they do not come under the clauses a), b), e) 


NOO NOT 


and a) of Article 10 of the Law of Alienship. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable 
E. aay MoP.y 
Ete., Ete., Etc., 
Foreign Office. 


¥ 


Enclosure N° / in GUATEMALA 
DESPATCH NO /S of 264 Jin. 19 47 


"Mr Undersecretary, 


With reference to the above mentioned 
request, the Department details below the requirements 
which an applicant for a visa should fulfil before 
an application to reside in the country may be granted. 
a) The requirements for which a Guatemalan Consul 
issues, after consultation, with and approval by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, an immigration visa 
(ealled a visa of residence in our Immigration Regula~ 
tion) are: 1) Complete and usual name of the applicant; 
names of his parents, wife or husband and the persons 
depending on him, under his guardianship or;care, who may 
be accompanying him; 2) Place and country of birth 
stating if original nationality is retained or if other 
naturalization has been effected; race; antecedents of 
conduct and sworn declaration that he does not come 
under any of the categories as enumerated by clauses 
a), b) and c) of Article 10 of the Aliens’ Law; sworn 
declaration that he is not covered by clauses d) of 
the same article, or, if so, an explanation of the 
reasons; 4) Profession or occupation and the activi- 
ties which he proposes to undertake in the Republic; 
proof of his experiences in such activities; if he is 
a professional his titles and records; 5) If he intends 
to devote himself to lucrative activities, a declara- 
tion of the monies he will invest; proof that he has 
such fund and can transfer them to Guatemala; capacity 
for supporting those dependant on him and who accompany 
him, amount of money in cash on entering the country 
and which he can produce on entering. 


b) Immigration, that is the admission of immigrants, 
rests with the Government as to the final authorization 
and on its basis immigrants are selected according to 
their economic position, profession, employment or use- 
fulness to the country. 


c) A list of the consular representatives in Europe 

is attached, distinguishing career consuls from consuls 
ad-honorem. The first may issue visas for temporary 
visits up to six months without previously consulting 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs if they do not apply 
to persons subject to the prohibitions and restrictions 
already mentioned; the second may issue the same visas 
after authorization by the Ministry or the Diplomatic 
Mission or nearest career Consul-General. And all, 
career consuls and consuls ad-honorem, should pre- 
viously consult the Ministry regarding visas of re~ 


sidence." 
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NOG NO 


TRANSLATION 
Enclosure N° A in GUATEMALA 
DESPATCH N°. /S of aft Siw. 19 47. 


Extract from the Law of Alienship of 
- Guatemala. | 


_ Article 10. - Entry into the country .is prohibited 
to the following foreigners:-~ 


a) For reasons of social convenience, whatever their 
nationality, by birth or naturalization; 


Of individuals of yellow or mongol race} 
Of individuals of black race save under 
the stipulations of the laws in force; 
Gipsies; 


being permanently undesirable3 


Escaped prisoners for ordinary crimes; 

Those condemned of infamous crimes; 

Women who dedicate themselves to prostitution 
and individuals engaged in the white slave 
traffic; 

Drug addicts and those dealing in narcotic 
drugs; 

Those deported from other. countries for 
having spread totalitarian propaganda or those 
who do so while in the country and those who 
give expression to anti-democratic beliefs; 
Those who make contraband their habitual occu- 
pation and dedicate themselves to fraudulent 
or illicit trade; 

Idiots, the blind and demented, epileptics 
confirmed drunkards, the deaf and dumb, infirm 
or any other person who through his physical 
condition may be a charge on the community of 
State; | 7 

Those who attempt to enter the country with 
false documents; and 

Other excluded persons or those who are ex=- 
eluded by special or emergency laws; 


[3DuaLa fay 
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NOONO? 


being temporarily undesirable; 


Those who suffer from contagious diseases}; 
Nationals of a country at war with the Repub» 


lie; and 
Those excluded temporarily by emergency laws; 


entry into the country is restricted for; 


Every foreigner of over fifteen years who does 
not possess on entering the port or frontier a 
sum at least equivalent to one hundred quetzales 
together with means indispensable for moving to 
that part of the country where he intends to 
remain. There are excepted minors and wives who 
travel in the company of their parents and hus-# 
epee | respectively; and those who come as poli- 


tical refugees. . 


Qeofecccccccecsccsese 


Of those who come to seek employment in 
commercial, agricultural or industrial 
establishments or may work on a salary, 
honorarium or daily pay, unkess they have 
previously applied for and obtained per- 
mission from the Executive. Persons with 
technical knowledge under contract with 

the Government, or with companies or per~« 
sons authorised thereto by the Government, 
are excepted. 

Of theatrical or circus artists or those 

of any other public spectacle, or profession~ 
al walkers, unless they come under contract 
for account of some society, institution or 
responsible person established in the country, 
who must previously undertake to cover the 
cost of repatriation of the foreigners in» 
cluded in this rule. 

Of foreigners over 60 years of age unless 
they are of Central American origin unless 
they be parents or grandparents of families 
coming to take up residence or are already 
residing in Guatemala, or who give satisface 
tory proof that they are in possession of a 
capital of not less than five thousand quet~ 
zales. 

Of individuals of any nationality if of Turke 
ish, Syrian, Libanese, Arab, Greek, Palestin~ 


ian, Armenian, Egyptian, Afghan, British Indian 
or Iranian origin, or peoples of the North 
African coast. In order to enter the country 
such persons must apply for previous permission 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, proving 
that they are included in the following cate-~- 


gories¢s 


a) The wives of persons of said origin when 
the interested parties prove that they are 
established in the country; 

b) The ancestors and descendants of the same 
in cases when they can prove that those ree 
siding in Guatemala are in comfortable cir- 
cumstances and possess and dispose of the 

- necessary means for their maintenance} 

c) Previous residents in the country who can 
prove that they have actually an estab» 
lished business. : 


Persons included in the above categories in 
order to be admitted into the country, must 
pay a deposit of two hundred quetzales, which 
will be returned if the interested person 
leaves the cquntry within a period not exceed- 
ing one year from the date of his entry into 


the Republic. 


on 
* * 
5 


[9DuUaLa fay 
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NOONO1 


Eaelosurs BY’ 3 in GUATEMALA 
DESEATCH 3 7 0% AGH Im, AB47 


LIST OF GUATEMALAN CONSULAR REPRESENTA~ 
TIVES IN EUROPE 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Sefior Karel Muller, 
; | | Guatemalan Consul ad honorem, 
Prague 11 Prikopy, 14. : 
Sefior Bérge Ludvinsen, 
Guatemalan Consul ad honorem, 
Strandvej 83-A, 
Copenhagen. 


Sefior Eino Urho Kyllénsen, 
Guatemalan Consul ad honorem, 
Turku (Abo), 

Helsinski. 


GREAT BRITAIN: Sefior Arturo U. Burke, 
Guatemalan Vice Consul ad honoren, 


83, Corporation St., 
Beifast. 


Sefior W.J.M. Sloan, 

Guatemalan Consul ad honorem, 

19, St. Vincent Place, Glasgow C.1, 
Glasgow. ? 
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Sefior Justo Rufino Barrios, 
Guatemalan Consul, 

16, Devonshire Road, 
Liverpool, 8, 

Liverpool. 


Sefior General Miguel Ydfgoras Fuentes, 
Consul General of Guatemala, 

21, Cavendish Square, W. 1, 

London. 


NOONO? 


Sefior Raymond de Campou, 
Guatemalan Consul ad honorem, 


22 Rue Grignan, 66, 
Marseilles. 


Sefior Licenciado Alfonso Soldérzano, 
Consul General of Guatemala 
Hotel Bristol 110-112, Rue du Faubourg, 
Saint Honoré, 

Paris. 


Sefior Jean Oliver, 
Guatemalan Consul ad honorenm, 


Lyon. 


Sefior Lauritz Stub, 
Guatemalan Consul ad honorem, 
Toldbodgaten, 40, 

Oslo. 


Sefior Eyolf Berg-Olsen, 
Guatemalan Consul ad honoren, 
Toldbodalmenning, 13, 

Bergen. 


"Sefer Albert. ‘Biliner, 
Guatemalan: Consul ad- “honorem, 
: Gothenburg. °. : 


Sefior Baward von: ‘iketisenstieriad , 


Guatemalan Consul. ade honorem, 
Stockholm. ns 


Sefior Tceneiado Alberto. Dupont-Willemin, 
Guatemalan-Consul ad honorem, 

‘Rue. Ceard, 2B, 

Geneva. = 


Sefior Liceneiade Hend. endl: 
Guatemala Consul. ad honorem, 
_Rudigerstrasse, 15, 

Zafich. | 
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aaepiniee 2A 
i } LAT TO ne losure i A in GUATEMALA ={ 


DESPATCH N° WS of 2% Jaw, ne47 


Your Excellency, 


The Law of Alienship now in force, while 
expounding the Constitutional principle which guaran» 
tees freedom of movement, establishes in its Article 
9, (modified by Decree No. 10 of the Congress of the 
Republic): | 


opeteie 9. ~ (Article 4 of Legislative 

Decree No. 10). Foreigners may enter, reside and es- 
tablish themselves freely in any part of Guatemalan 
territory. The Executive Power may however refuse 
entry to foreigners who by reason of social considera- 
tions, internal security, public health or for any 
other well-founded motive are considered undesirable 
as elements either corruptive or unsuited to the maine 
tenance of public order." | 


| In Article 10 of the same Law are enum-~ 
erated the motives of social considerations, public 
health and others of general interest, by reason of 
which the entry of foreigners into the country is 
prohibited or restricted comprised expressly in points 
a, b, ¢ and d of the disposition referred to. | 


auasafay 


| As may be deduced from the text of the 
legal principles stated, there exists in Guatemala no 
specific prohibition with regard to the immigration 
of jews or israelites. nor refugees or statele ere 
sons; but in each individual case the Executive Organ- 
ism is under obligation to examine whether the immi- 
grants are comprised in any of the indicated restrice 
tions, so as to permit or deny them entry, paying 
exclusive attention to the reasons provided for social 
security, public order and national interest and not 
to the fact of their being jews, refugees or stateless. 
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In so far as the issue of collective 
visas is concerned, the Passport Law and the modifica~ 
tions to it do not contain any prohibition to this, | 
and it has been customary to admit collective passports, 
issued abroad, applying by analogy Article 6 of the 
above-mentioned Law which establishes the following: 


NOG NOT 


"Article 6, ~- Passports are individual 
but can be issued in collective form in the following. 


C&SECSi a 


a) To married persons, either travelling 
alone or accompanied by their minor 
children; 


b) To a guardian, when travelling with 
persons in his care; 


To brothers, always providing they 
are under age and have amongst them 
one who is of age and acts as their 


leader; 
O)/ sacseesweuss 


In special cases, on the decision 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and valid for one voyage only, to 
artistic or sporting entities who 
bind themselves to travel jointly 
under the care and responsibility 
of anappointed person. 


In order to issue passports to persons 
less than 18 years of age, an indispensable requisite 
is the consent in writing of their parents, tutors 
or guardians, in which should be indicated the name 
of the person who accompanies them, or if they are 
travelling alone. These circumstances will be made 


clear in the passport." 


As a consequence of the above, the Legal 
Department in relation to the two points raised in 
the British Legationts enquiry is of the following 


opinion:= 


1) There does not exist in the existing 
legislation of Guatemala any disposition which res- 
tricts or prohibits, in specifie form the admission 
of jews, refugees and stateless persons. Any person 
comprised in the denominations indicated, who wishes 
to enter the country, remains, however, subject to 
the general dispositions of social considerations 


— re a 
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set forth in Articles 9 and 10 of the Law of Alien- 
ship. 


2) In accordance with the practice fol~ 
lowed by this Ministry based on the interpretation 
by analogy of Article 6 of the Passport Law, there 
4s no obstacle to the issue of collective visas for 
groups referred,to in that article. 


WOONO) 


Respectfully, etc. etc. etc. 


Number 


Dated - 
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BRITISH LEGATION, 
CIUDAD TRUJILLO, 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


an oe 
16th January, 1947. 


ae los [at 
Sir, Re : / 63S | LG 


a I have the honour to refer to my despatch 
No. 59 of 17th August, 1946, in which I gave some 
information regarding Mr. Stern, the Director of the 
Sosua Jewish Settlement in this country, and also to 
my telegrams Nos. 7 and 9 of 9th and 10th January 
pespectively, relating to the activities of the United 
States Congressman, Andrew Somers. 


ca! 
eer oo 


, 
ae 
- ana 


arog 
Lew 
ot 


Qe I regret to state that from reports 
received it is clear that Stern is now adopting an 
anti-British attitude. &s indicated in my previous 
report, he is a man of no stable character, a clever 
and amusing opportunist, but definitely no idealist. 
He is in the refugee business for profit and has no 
illusions regarding the settlement of "Jewish Agri- 
culturists". I also reported that he.informed me 
that he had brought back with hima quarter of a — 
million dollars from the United States to extend his 


work. 


auasafay 


De Stern has recently been making strenuous 
efforts to impress the U.S. Embassy here and the new 
U<S. Ambassador, Mr. G. Butler, has shewn an interest 
in him and his work rather beyond that which Stern's cajolery 
alone could be expected to arouse. Mr. and Mrs. Butler 
were Stern's guests in Sosua, and returned loudly praising 
the "courage and enterprise of the settlers". Now Mrs. 
Stern has been for some days the guest of Mrs. Butler at 
the Embassy, and is being rather ostentatiously paraded. 


Q 
°o 
~o 
=< 
x 
2 
= 
~4 
© 
wn 
~4 
= 
m 
~s 
c 
ww 
[ nd 
© 
xz 
m 
© 
© 
be] 
o 
io] 
7" 
wi 
‘yz 
m 


NOO NOT 


4. I cannot bring myself to believe that 
anyone at the U.S. Embassy here had any connection with 
the knavery of Somers, but the Ambassador appears to feel 
that the U.S. championship of Jewish refugees should be 
emphasised at this time, and he may have received a hint 
to take this line. On the other hand, he is a peculiarly 
naive person, and Mrs. Butler is a lady who seems to pass 
from one enthusiasm to another, particularly among the 
least profound practices of spiritualism and fortune 
telling. At a dinner party recently, she ended an in- 
credibly puerile story of an experience of second sight 
with a loud comment that there was not a woman among the 
U.S. Colony here with any intelligence at all. 


I have the honour to be 
with the highest respect, 
sir, | : 

Your most obedient, 


The Right Honourable humble servant, 


Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
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Any further communication pe ate. | 3 

should be addressed to-—: . Lo F E 3 i947 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, | Admiralty, S.W. ie 
London, S.W.1 


L.P.—No. 8 


quoting ‘M.059692/47 Lith..February.,./94 7. 
TOP SECRET. | : 


Sir, 


I am commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to refer to Mr. Baxter's letter E.419/48/G 
of the Sth February concerning the collection and . 
reporting of information about illegal immigration 
in Italy and to draw your attention to my semi-official 
letter M.059654/46 of the 29th January to Mr. Pyman. 

Be As stated in that letter, My Lords have no 
objection to the employment of Lt.Cdr. Dysen on the 

work of collating the informat ion made available to 

His Majesty's Embassy in Rome, but they do not wish | 
him to be employed on this work in a naval capacity. — 
insofar as naval advice on this material may be required, 
it will be provided by the Naval Attaché or, until his 
appointment, by the Flag Officer Liaison, Italy. | 


I am, Sir, a 
Your obedient Servant, 
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The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.l. 


13 FEB 347 
: Coo No. ), 


Received from Military Branch, Admiralty. 


Admivalty letter We 59 bar bes dated Mm a. y 
addressed —Tt. qv 
eee a 


Signature 


To bé signed and returned imuiediately to Military Braneb 


(Room 55) Admiralty. 
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Eiz YY The present suggestion is that we should persuade 
the foreign Government whose flag an lllegal immigrant 
References. Ship is wearing to agree to the ship's interception 
on the high seastand arrest, if confirmatory evidence 
E 1np8a [rese/2y is found. The Cabinet turnea down the Admiralty's 
previous suggestion about interception on the grounds 
that we risk being involved in another ease like that 
of the ’I'm Alone". It would seem that the present 
Suggestion avoids that risk, since the only party who 
could take us before an International Court would be 
the Government under whose flag the ship in question 
Was reyistered. If that Government makes it clear 
in advance that they approve our action, we should 
be safe enough. 
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attractive as the idea is, I am not inelined 
(How disposed of.) recommend that we Should run any considerable a 

Whetepewger merel, for the purpose of diverting Ships 
Straight to Uyprus. The total effect on illegal 
inimigration will be nil, since the illegal immigrants 
Will still continue to reach Palestine from Cyprus. 
It would however spare our Military and Naval 
autnorities in Palestine & good deal of unpleasant 
work in the way of trans-Shipment. 


Dr, Sens 


Mr. Beckett - first J.G.S. Beith. 
idth February, 1947. 


WOO NO 


I do not think that the suggestion in 
paragraph 3 of this letter is open to any legal 
objection. If the Honduranean Government has agreed 
that & Ship wearing the Honduranean flag can be 
(Action ( . intercepted outside territorial waters and arrested 
completed.) there if found to be carrying illegal immigrants to 
Palestine. then, as Mr. Beith says, Honduras cannot 
complain afterwards if we act accordingly. There 
vail cannot be anything contrary to international: law 
because the flag state will have agreed. My only 
Next Paper. doubt is whether the suggestion will prove fruitful 
from the practical point of view. For instance, 
is it likely that, once it is known that a Honduranean 


ay 


28653 F.O.P. ship/ 


ia on its way to Palestifie, we shall get the 
> Honduras Government to agree to all this in time for 

their agreement to be effective. I rather think 
that what will happen will be a lot of urgent 
telegraphic instructions to our representative in 
Honduras, much delay on the part of the Honduras 
Government in replying etc., etc., and, in the end, 
much paper and nothing achieved. I may be wrong 
about that, but that is what I think will happen. 
Honduras is very likely to reply that she will 
consider the matter-if other countries in similar 
circumstances do so. etc., etc. 
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Downing Street, S. 


| SEt~REF 12th February, 1947. 
76021/54/47. 7 Daas 


E13NR 


Dear Beith, 
Me 

Yo ill recall that in my letter to Dodds of 
the 16th°“of December I suggested that countries whose 
flags had been falsely assumed by illegal immigrant 
ships might be asked to agree to the interception of 
ships wearing their colours in order that their 
identity could be verified andany abuse of flag checked. 


Since then, the Cabinet have of course turned 
down the idea of intercepting illegal immigrant ships 
on the high seas, but you will see from Palestine . 
telegram No. 271 that the High Commissioner has again 
returned to the charge asking for reconsideration of 
this decision, I spoke to Beckett about this telegram 
and he felt that unless we could advance very néw and 
very weighty reasons,, Jhere was little chance of 
inducing the to modify Aen previous 
opinion, and we shall probably therefore have to tell 
the High Commissioner that we can do nothing at least 


for the present. 


oe eins , 


3S 


: sore 
ae 
ae 


By 
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Perhaps, however, you would consider pursuing 
the suggestion in paragraph 1, although I think the 
original idea should be somewhat modified. Our 
requirements would best be met if the Hondurian and 

uld be approacned once it Was known 


their flag was on its Way to - 


> with a request at they would agree to the 


interception of the ship on the high seas by the Royal 
Navy and to her arrest if théSNavy found confirmatory 


evidence. 


NOGNO? 


I 


J.G.8. Beith, 


| I should be grateful if this question 
could be considered urgently. I am sending a 
copy of this letter to Dodds, Admiralty. 


Yours sincerely, 


Be Myler 
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Confidential. 
Restricted? 
soper~ 


J.a.5. B. 
Draft. 


Tegucigalpa. 


Telegram. 


Repeat to :— 


MW Evans naveed 


Cm we Mice fh 
WY Bede) %., 


25 awk 


Fes - 22- 


RaoGiar. 
CUdK 
Cypher. 


Distribution :— 


Departmental No. 


Copies to :— 
Colonial/7office 


1 


OUT FILE 


February 


| ? 4 . ; 
Despatch i 


IMMEDIATE 


S. S. "Ulua"™, registered at La Seiba, 
sailed from. Sousse for Genoa on February 15th 
with final destination Palestine. (She 
carries 660 Jewish illegal immigrants, who 
left Sweden with fraudulent Cuban visas 
on the pretext that they were travelling to 
cuba. | 

Ke Our normal practice is to wait until 
illegal immigrant ships enter Palestine 
waters before arresting them and transhioping 
their passengers to cyprus, bud it vould 
Spare the military and naval authorities 
much unpleasant work if ships could be 
diverted on the high seas and taken in to 
Cyprus airect. [iat We are /orevented from 
doing this by the risk that the country where 
the ship is registered might bring an action 
against us under international law, under 
which Sees curt to justify the arrest of 
a vessel on the hich seas on the grounds that 
ner passengers intend to break the law of 
the country of destinations bul 

~—t if. -howexey the country of regis- 
tration agreed to our interception of the 
vessel, we should not run the above-mentioned 
risk and the Government of P “of Ss task 
would be much Ligntened. /"F Plense endeavour 
urgently to secure the consent of the 
Honduranéan Government to the interception of 


the/ 


saouasa fay 
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NOG NOT 


the S.§. "Uluaty and her diversion to Cyprus 

it investigation proves that she is engaged’ in 
the illegal immigration traffic. This traffic 
is gravely emb2rrassing H.M.G. in the exeréise | 
of the Palestine mandate and. we look to ‘the 
Honduranean Government to counteract the misuse| 
or their flag ty'agreeing, td the action proposeq. 


&. If action lis to he taken in/the case 


of the "Ulua", te SHould reygrire a regly within | 


the next’ few days. If, however,, the Honduranedn. 


iar Ten 


Government's reply is delayed’ until after the’. | _ 


arrival of this vessel, an agreement’ in 4. ee 
| ies Pe ee ns eee ae 
principle’ would still be valuable, as there 


will probably be further vessels under. '~ 


"Nd nate sti MO - 


bh, Honduranean flagen RECA in ys ae 
i eee ey te fates y. 2 ae 2 * : | : : , 


fee, Sage aE a : a 
eee ee a See eee 
. i : aye Fs CB ee ety 

We gta ate es al tte dens 


ee - ae oe THD 
ven watipta_ fe aah “OE” 
. + a9, : 
ve °y : 


ae Site teri te “ 7 Canteen ig tioning BARNS, tne mieten nes & 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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Confidential, 


Cypher/OIP, DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TEGUCIGALP 


No.5. D 5.10 p.m, 22nd February, 1947, 
2end February, 1947, 


IMMEDIATE, 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Se0. “Ulua*®, registered at La Ceiba, sailed fran 
Sousse for Genoa on February 15th with final destination 
Palestine, She carries 680 Jewish illegal immigrants, who 
left Sweden with fraudulent Cuban visas on the pretext that 
they were travelling to Cuba, 


2, Our normal practice is to wait until illegal 
immigrant ships enter Palestine waters before arrestin 
them and transhippi their passengers to rus, but it 
would spare the military and naval authorities much un- 
pleasant work if ships could be diverted on the high seas 
and taken in to Cyprus direct, 


Oe We are however prevented fran doing this by the 
risk thst the country where the ship is registered might 
bring an action against us under international law, under 
which it may be difficult to justify the arrest of a 
vessel on the high seas on the grounds that her passengers 
intend to break the law of the country of destination; but 
if the country of registration agreed to our interception 
of the vessel, we should not run the above-mentioned risk 
yee dala of Palestine's task would be much 

ghtene d, 


4, Please endeavour urgently to secure the consent 
of the Honduranean Government to the gree took fa oe of the 
SeSe “Ulua", and her diversion to Cyprus if investigation 
prove? that she is engaged in the illegal immigration 
raffic, This traffic Is gravely embarrassing His Majesty's 
Government in the exercise of the Palestine mandate and we 
look to the Honduranean Goverment to counteract the mise 
use of their flag by agreeing to the action proposed, 


5. If action is to be taken in the case of the "Ulua", 
we should require a reply within the next few days, If, 
however, the Honduranean Goverment’s reply is delayed until 
‘after tac arrival of this vessel, an_agréement in principle 
would still be valuable, as there will prcbeory be further 


vessels under Honduranean flag engaged in this traffic. 
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Registry Pleacee— 


13.76 [U8 (Or 


Je G. 3S. B. 


Daft. 


Mr. Higham, 
Colonial Office. 


(from Mr. Beith) 


AdmiYalty. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


2s February 1947. 


Dear Higham, 
Thank you for your letter of February 


12th containing the suggestion that we 
might ask eountries whose flag is being 


worn by illegal immigrant ships to agree to 


+he-interception ef—+he-ship on the high 


seas by the Reyal Navy, and to HCA a Oe 
tre~ehip if the Navy PS aes ger ere 
evidence. 

Our Legal Adviser agrees that we would 
be covered under international law in 
proceeding accordingly, since the flag 
state will have agreed to our action and 
cannot therefore complain of it. We are 
somewhat doubtful whether the preposed 
action will yeéld useful result since:- 

(a) it may take us songfime to secure the 
concurrence of the Government concerned. 
(b) the vessel concerned may not stick to 
the original flag under which she left her 


port of departure. If, however, she dré€ 


thde,/ 
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| on cek bow fry, 
it might well be cee oh ce an 


unrecognised flag such as the Zionist 
emblem ,and we should presumably then be 
justified in intefcepting her in the same 
way. | 

In any case the best plan would seem 
be to give this new idea a trial and we 
would propose to do so with the next ship 


that we know to be on the way. Will you 


IN THIS MARGIN, 


9uaLafay 


let us have the name and registry of your 


first candidate? 
I am sending a copy of this letter to 


Dodds at the Admiralty. 


DR. 2 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


FOREIG! OFFICE, S. W. 1. 
25th February, 1947. 


(E 1379/43/c) 


Dear Highen, 


Thank you for your letter of the 12th February 
containing the suggestion that we might ask sountries 
whose flag is being worn by iliegal immigrant ships 
to agree to their interception on the high seas by 
the Royal Ravy, and to their orrest if the Navy find 


confirmatory evidence, 


Sur Legeai Adviser agrees that we would be 
covered under international law in proceeding 
accordingly, since the fleg state will have agreed 
to our action and cannot therefore couplain of it. 
We are sanewhat doubtful whether the proposed aotion 
wiil yield useful results since:« 


s92ua4afay 


(a) it may take us some time to secure the 
conueurrence of the Governient concerned, 


(bd) the vessel concerned may not stick to the 
original flag under which she left her port of 
Geperture, If, however, she changed her flag, it 
might well be for an unrecognised flag such es the 
Zionist enblem, snd we should presumably then be 
justified in intercepting her in the Seme Ways 
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In eage the hest plan would seen to be to 
give this new idea a trial and we would propose to 
do 30 with the next ship that we know to be on the 


Wave 


J. D. Higham, Eage, 
Colonial Office. 


waye Will you let us have the name and registry 
of your first candidate? . -Y 


; I em sending a copy of this letter to modas at 
g the Admiralty, 
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Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of Origin under Section 3 (4) 
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References. 
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Acti | (Index.) 
(Action nd 
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completed. 
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Next Paper. 
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(E1200) 


: 


EASTERN 


Ra htrc Mag 
bo Approarthad 


(Minutes.) 


To take the three points raised by Mr. Higham 
in inverse ratic of importence:- 


(a) I am sending to Mr. Higham, in reply to his 
paragraph 5, 2 copy of Mr. Ashley Clarke's letter 
of Janucry 18th in EB 848/28/31, which has been 
extracted from the file for this purpose. This 
letter reports that the French authorities went 
back on the tentative suggestion put forward by 
Me Bousquet that the numbers of Jewish illegal 
immigrants proved to have reached Palestine 
through France should be deducted from the transit 
quota authorised by the French Government. 


(>) We should be grateful for the observations 
of Mr. Evans on the chances of preventing the 
departure of ships by invoking the International © 
Safety at Sea Convention. We shall also see 
what the Ministry of Transport have to Say. Our 
experience of the laxity and independence of French 
local officials suggests that, even if a case 
could be proved under this Convention against qa 
particular ship, we could not rely upon the local 
authorities to prevent departure. 


(c) I have discussed with Sir A. Rumbola the 
Suggesticn that we should raise the illegal immi- 
gration point with the French sovernment in our 
negotiations for a treaty of alliance. I understand 
from him that there is little chance of doing so 
before the sonclusion of the alliance, but that 
there should be a general clause in the treaty 
which would permit us to take up the matter 
immediately after Signature. Sabject to this 


change of timing, we can therefore meet the 
Colonial Office's sugzestion. 


Query. Reply accordingly to the Colonial 


Cfi ice, t. 
7 
1.8 Ung 


Mr. EvAns. ) 5 
— nee 
(J.G.S. Beith) 


Western ept. 


_—— 


AX 
eee 
a 


c4th February, 1947, 


\ 
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The International Convention for the 


Safety of Life at Sea, 1929, and the Internatiohal 
Convention respecting Load Lines, 1930, prescribe 
certain minimum requirements regarding the 
construction, equipment and loading of ships 

with the object of promoting safety of life 

at sea. The Convention only binds signatory 
states which have ratified..them and colonies, 
etc. of such states td which they have been 
extended. Moreover the Conventions apply only 

to ships belonginy to such states and territories 
("rance and Sweden have ratified both Conventio 


2. Clearly the Vonventions impose obidsations 
On every contractin. state, und other territorids 
to which they have been extended, to ensure that 
Ships belonsing to it satisfy the -@yuircenments 
Preseribved, and as u party to the Conventions 

wé can insist on the fulfilment of these Oobliga- 
tions. 


3. The Vonventions do not,howev=r, impose 
Similar obligations on stutes and territories 
aS regards foreign ships in their ports. 


4. AS to the Convention of 1929, Regulation 
XXII of Annex 1 provides inter slig that when- 

ever an accident occurs or ga defect is discove-s: 
which effects the safety of ua Ship to which the 
Convention applies, or the erereLency of its 

life saving equipment or whenever any important 
repairs or renewals are made to such a ship, it 

Shall be subjected to a survey to ensure that it 
complies with the recuirements of the Convention. 

By Article 10 of the Convention each Contracting 
State binds itself to take measures to apply and 
enforce the principle of the above Regulation, 

and to secure tiut, from the point of view of 

Safety of life, the ship is fit for the service 

for which it is intended. The occusion for the 
survey contemplated by Regulation XXII mivht of 
course arise when a ship is in a foreign state bound 
by the Convention, and I tuke it that in such event the 
Convention lays on that state the Obligationg to 
ensure that the ship does not put to sea unless 

the requirements of the Gonvention are complied 

with. But + cannot find that the Convention 
imposes any other obligation on which we might 

rely as regards foreign ships. It goes no 

farther than to vive contractins states and 
territories to which it hus been extended 4 

limited right of control by which they may ensure 
that foreign ships to which the Convention appliek 
eonply with the Convention. There is no Obligation, ahulpm Mkbso, 
so far as + can see, to prevent ships from 

putting to sea if they do not comply with the 
Convention. 


sauaLafay 
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5. As to the Convention of 1930, Article 10 g/ Al G rmsd 
Sives a limited right of control similar to that 
Ziven by Article 54 of the Convention of 1929. 


on My conclusion, therefore, is that we ean 
insist on other states bound by the Conventions 
ensuring that the requirements of the Conventions] 
are satisfied by their own ships and preventing 

the sailing of their own ships which do not satisfy 
those requirements, but so far as foreign ships 

are concerned, we can insist On the due observance 
by such states and territories of Article 10 of 


/the 


Minutes. 


the Convention of 1929 which is of very limited 
application, and we can ask them to exercise 
j|their right of control. 


ae The Board of Trade has statutory power 

to detain in any port in the United Kingdom 
any ship which is unsafe, having regard to the 
service for which she is intended by reason of 
the defective condition of her hull, equipment 
or machinery, or by reason of overloading or 
improper loading, or by reason of undermanning. 
(See Halsbury,Laws of England, Vol. XXX p. 267) 
This power extends to foreign as well as to 
Sritish ships. It is probable that many foreign 
states have similar provisions in their laws, 
and we might ask such states to make use of 
those provisions in respect of unseaworthy 


immigrant ships. : 
cone | 
oe 


W.V.Jd.ivans. 
arth Februar 1947. 
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NOO NOT 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


I now submit a draft despatch to Paris 
giving a fairly full account of recent illegal 
Jewish immigranty sailing§$from the South of 
France and instructing HM. Ambassador to take 
the matter up with Mr. Bidault's deputy in the 
spirit of our recent Alliance. The draft has 
been agreed with’ the Colonial Office. 


26 As regards the International Gonvention 
for the Bafety of Iife at Sea and its relevance 
to this traffic I submit a draft reply to the 
Colonial Office giving Mr. Evans'® opinion. 

We still await the views of the Ministry of 


war Transport. 
- SE | 
Lith March, 1943. aS 
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Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 
S.We1. 


th. 
76021/U6A ae February, 1947. 
CONFIDENTIAL <1 bib 


While we qitirely agree with the “view cxpressed in 
your letter H.843/48/0p of the 6th February to Ashley: Clark 
that the main hope of further progress is to approach the 
French Governmtnt at a high level-and the sooner the 

better - we feel that the time has come wnen you should 
not only represent how embarrassing this traffic is to 
His Majesty's Government but that you snould make it: 
Clear’ to the French that we Pind a strange inconsistency 
in their failure to take action in support: of a Government 
with whom they seek an alliance. | 


- 


ices OS PP 
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Ce We are asking Jerusalem to send to Paris direct 
all available details about the arrival of the MERICA. 
this seems to be yet - another case where despite their 
wnformal agreement to check travel documents, the French 
have permitted the embarkation of Jews with Cuban visas 
which have not been verified. -— ; .,~: ’ 


Fs 


5. We should be int eregted to know the resuit of the. 
| pergonal suggestion put’ forward by M. Bousquet in Paris, 
| Saving Telegram 25~that the numbers of illegal immigrants 
arriving in Palestine from France snould: be deducted 

from the French quota. 


N00 NOD 


li. I have had a word with Evans and the Ministry of 
fransport about the international Safety at Sea 


Convention and they 


J.G.S. BEI?H, ESQ. 


Convention and they think that there are probably 
good legal grounds for asking countries concerned 
to prevent the sailing of snips proved to be 
unseaworthy. You will recall that the French 
themselves took the initiative in preventing the 
ULUA from leaving Le Havre on, the grounds that sne 
had insufficient boats, but this decision of the 
port authorities was over-ruled by the Ministry of 
the Interior. .If there is anything to be made of 
this Safety Convention then you will presumably 
(a) use it as a basis of a protest to the French 
about the ULUA and previous vessels - and | 
(p) inform your posts in the country concerned so | 
that they can take immediate action when any suspect. 
ship is known to be. about to sail. 7 | : 


5. I am sending copies of this letter to Chadwick, . 
G.C.B. Dodds, and R.S.F. Edwards (Ministry of ransport). 
I. should in particular be glad ofthe latters early . 


the Safety Convention — 


-pemarks on the extent to which 
f unseaworthy and ill- 


covers these repeated sailings o 
formed vessels. | 


Yours sincerely, 


: Sohn. Merton | 
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In reply to the  uestion 
raised in the third para- 
graph of your. letter 76021/ 
46 A, of February 14th, 
about Jewish illegal immi- 
gration, I send you herewith 
a copy of a letter from 
Ashley Clarke. dated January 
18th, which shows that the 
French Ministry of the 
Interior would not accept 
Bousquet's tentative 
suggestion about the 
deduction of the number of 
illegal imaigrantsa arriving 
in Palestine from the French 
transit quota. 
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NOG NOT 


(Signed) J.G 


J.D. Higham, Esq. 


Registry 


No. £1616/4,.8/G 
Top Secret. 
Secret. 


Confidentlal. 
Restricted. 


Mr. Higham, 
Colonial Office. 


from 


Mr. Beith. 
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TO BE WRITTEN 


Copy to 
Major Chadwick, 
MI 5. 


NOTHING 


Mr. ROS.F. Edwards 
Ministry of 
Transport. 


(51) F.&S. 


12,4 Bear 
as. 


Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 


3149 


Mr. Dodds, Admiralg 


ev 
Foreign Office, S.Wel- 


- | March, 1947. 


With further reference to your letter 
of February 14th about Jewish illegal 
immigration I send you herewith a note 
by Evans on the ways in Which we might 
invoke the International Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea to prevent 
Jewish illegal imnigratione 

I am sending copies of this letter 
to the recipients of your letter and shall 
be interested to see the views of the 


Ministry of Transport on this pointe 
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~~ Draft. | Sar, hy & : 
H.M. Ambassador, | In recent months ;: 


Paris. 


March, 1947. 


have made repeated representatigns tg the 


Meith bey FA, 


“e 


movement through France of Jewish illegal 
. . 
immigrants en route to Palestine. At the 
beginning of January Mr. Ashley Clarke 
headed a British delegation which took part 
Ge B in conversations with French and American 
erty Mr ceky | 
| | officials on the subject of the control of 
haved by Co ene 
° exit from Germany: one of the delegations 
.  [_AMEEMMNAL tuned ¢ ) 
Q, SSS y/ primary objects was to contro @ movement 
Woo il | 
(BEIT H 


Copy to: | ship to Palestine. Since then Mr. Ashley 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


of Jewish illegal immigrants from Hastern 


Europe into France, whence they could take 


Washington. Clarke has had conversations with M. Bousquet 


British Middle and representatives of the French Ministe 
Kast Office. 
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| of the Interior from which it has transpired 
Colonial Office . | a 
(Mr. Higham) - | that the French Government are not at present 
2 cOpiese _-. " 
oN disposed to modify the system by which a 
| Admiralty ad 
“-(Mre Dodds). renewable quota of 8,000 Jews are permitted to 
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MeIe 5¢ (Major enter Prance in transit without visas of 
Chadwick) | | | 
ultimate destination. 


2. Recent events show that the flow of 


illegal Jewish iumigrants from the South of 
France to Me eeren omen 

ships "Merica" and "San Miguel", which embark- 
ed Jewish immigrants atthe port of Sate, 

both arrived in Palestine waters during 
February. The First ( op+pnto+-beerbey-renamed 


"La Negev") was intercepted on February 8th 


carrying/ 


earrying 650 passengers, and the second (penanee 

"Hamapil H' Almoni" or "The Unknown Refugee" ) 

was Pavan coc sa on February 17th with 807 

passengers. The "Ulua" (renamed "Haim Arlossoyof"), 

which left Sweden with 600 Jews, arrived in Paledtine 

waters with some 1,300 passengers, Ranwwaaey 

Fhis vessel, as you are aware, called at Le Havile tn route } 
on the 28th January and at Algiers and sousse in 


hafar her Cael | | 
February, t is probable that the French authdrities 
neha ee 


their undertaking not to permit the 


laduasafay 


embarkation of further JewS @Ftee@ee!l eee! and that 


the remaining 700 passengers were taken on in 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Italy. The "Abril" has now arrived in Palestine 
from Port de Bouc with another 609% If the | 
"San Dimitrio", which was intercepted in Palestine 


waters on October 30th last with 1,279 Jews fron 


Qo 
° 
~s 
=< 
Fs] 
2 
<= 
~ 
© 
ta 
~ 
4 
m 
wo 
Cc 
@ 
[ ad 
Ce] 
Pe] 
rea) 
re) 
°o 
x» 
i ] 
© 
v” 
= 
(wz) 
aa) 


the French camp at La Ciotat, is added, a figure 


: Qh5e0 
is reached of almost 5 -ee@ illegal immigrants 


NOG NOD 


from France alone during a period of approximataly 


| _ Anrrtoulr ; 
three months. dIn-addition, there fe /evadence fhat 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


the organisers of this traffic are determined td 
force the pace of the operation and by hook or ay 
crook to crowd upwards of 15,000 Jews into sheed 
dined nulke-turi ng the next two to three monthd. 
At least three ships in the port of Marseilles | 
are known to have been fitted out for this 
purpose, while two further vessels now in 
Scandinavian ports are believed to be planning lo 
sail for Marseilles as soon as they are ready. 
Their names. are as follows:- 

At Marseilles- 


a 
"Guardian" »( Honduranean , ) . 
| "Archangelos"/ | 
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tug htules Melly 


‘tArchangelos" | ‘ae (creek | } 
"San Filippo" oth, Panamanian/—~ 
| regaty wotidenn| 
In Scandinavian ports - 

"san Basilio") (ranamanian registry 
now withdrawn. ) 
"San Eusebio') | | 

ta f | 

Marseilles has /now become one of the most 
important Buropean centres for the 
organisation of Jewish illegal immigration. 


3e I recognise that the french ° 


Government find it difficult, on a superficial 


consideration of the facts, to resist the 
appeal of Jewish relief societies to permit 
the transit of Jews through France. 

H.M.G. themselves are the first to recognise 
the duty of every country to aid in the 


lawful and agreed resettlement of Jewish 


A refugees, 


oy, A monthly quota of 1,500 immi- 
gration visas for Jews is at present in force 
and half this quota is being devoted to 


illegal immigrants detained in Cyprus. ‘It 
7 -_ : 


_isyonly with the greatest reluctance that 


the Palestine administration can accent these 


immigrants who have been left on their door- 


step, and the Cyprus camps are merely places 


| of temporary detention which, for convenience, 


have been established outstde Palestine. 
There is a limit to the numbers that it is 
practicable to guard in these campsa.d the 


Palestine/ 
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NOO NOT 
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Palestine Administration deplore the necessity} of 
devoting so large a proportion of the monthly | 


quota to the admission of illegal immigrants, 
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those other Jews who are waiting to enter 
Palestine legallyae taut 2 seal idl aap, : 


4. H.M.Ge have the most reliable evidence} 


the 
that/illegal immigrant traffic is not the 


Spontaneous exodus of fear-stricken refugees ; 
which it is so often represented to be, but/a 


carefully organised campaign designed to instil . 


in European Jews, who might otherwise be. 


sy elsewhere / | 
content to try to re-settle in Rropey a 


fanatical desire to ay Pe) Promised Land. 


; . al | | 
The illegal immigrants embayk in conditions of 
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merchant seamen involved thas they are dangero} 


in arousing the -mattonali. 


Fo man a hind) 
_ =f Poe arrival of the ships in feb lin od Miss Cy 


i 


inevitably causes on each occasion a state of | 
heightened emotional tension throughout the 
Jewish community in Palestine, and is ewes 

the Signal fora fresh wave of 
terrorist outrages. It is significant that the 
incidents of the lst March, which led to the 
imposition of martial law in certain areas of | 


Palestine/ 


Palestine, followed closely on the arrival 


of the "Ulua" on the 28th February,., 


MARGIN. | 


-6- You will be aware from the enclosure 


s92uasa fay 


tO Mr. Beith's letter to Mr. Ashley Clarke 
of the 6th WeSee that my legal advisers 
consider that the embarrassment caused by 
illegal immigration, both to H.M.G and to 
| the Government of Palestine, is such as to 


| warrant own continuing to press eas requests 
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j that foreign Governments should take what 
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principally, however, on more general 
; grounds and in thespirit of the Treaty of 
Alliance recently concluded xwxkk between 
the tvo countriesy that I would ep the 
French Government to give serious and 
|sympathetic consideration to the difficulties 
‘|which I have outlined above, and I shall be 
| craterul if ME wit nd e Teo reSentat ions ee 
| tuiesense to the French Acting Minister of 


| pouciay Agtaireegs of lap blake A atttth, 6 


a lieffect Pras ; 
HM ak oreomgton 


Po ay et aF 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be | 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


Cypher/OTP . 
— GABING! DISTRIBUTION 


NO, 3Df. | | | 
February 2bth,1947.. D..6.45.p.u.. February 26th,lod7e » 


Repeated to Brussels No,. 119. 
. The Hague No. l5l.. 
Washington No. 1931... 
luioscow No, G12. |. 


66-0 8-6 


} HOST Ti DT ATS, 


hiy sndatately preceding telegram:. following is 
the text of the Anglo-French Alliance, 
ireaty of Alliance and ijutual Assistance between the. 
United Kingdom and the French Republic. . 


His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and 
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‘the British Dominions beyond the Seas, umperor of India, 


and The President of the French Republic, 


NOO NO) 


Desiring to confirm in a Treaty of Alliance the | 
cordial friendship and close association of interests 
between the United Kingdom and France; 

Convinced that the conclusion of such a Treaty will 
facilitate the settlement in a spirit of mutual under~ 
standing of all questions arising between the two 
countriés; 

Resolved to co-operate closely with one another ag 
well as with the other United Nations in preserving 
peace and resisting aggression, in accordance with the 


Charter of. the United Nations aad in particular with 
/articles 


a 


Articles 49, 51, 52, 53 and 107 thereof; 


Determined to collaborate in measures of mutual 
assistance in the event of any renewal of German 
aggression, while considering most desirable the 
conclusion of a treaty between all the Powers having 
responsibility for action in relation to Germany with 
the object of preventing Germany. from becoming again 
a menace to peace; 

Having regard to the Treaties of Alliance and hutual 
Assistance which they have respectively concluded with 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; 

Intending to strengthen the economic relations 
between the two countries to their mutual advantage 
and in the interests of general prosperity; 


Have decided to conclude a treaty with‘these 
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objects and have appointed as tneir Plenipotentiaries: 


His majesty the King of Great Britain, [reland 


NOONO? 


and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, 

The Right ‘encnesnie Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs; 

| The Right Honourable alfred Duff Cooper, a liember 

of His Majesty's Privy Council, Companion of the 


Distinguished Service Order, His majesty's Ambassador 
. /uxtraordinary 


-4~ 


N 


Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Paris, 


the President of the french Republic, 

For the French Republic, 

His sxcellency Monsieur Georges Bidault, 

Minister for Foreign affairs, 

His uxccllency Monsieur xené assigli, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic in London, 
who, having communicated their Full Powers, found in 
good and due form have agreed as follows: 

Without préjudice to any arrangements that may be 
made, under any Treaty concluded between all the Powers 
having responsibility for action in relation to Germany 
under article 107 of the Charter of the United Nations, 
for the purpose of preventing any infringements by 
Geuiies of her obligations with regard to Aeerianent 
and de-militarisation and generally of ensuring that 
Germany shall not again bucome a menace to peace, the 
High Qontracting Parties will, in the event of any 
threat to the security of sither of then arising from 
the adoption by Germany of 2 policy of aggression, 
or from action by Germany designed to facilitate such a 
policy, take, after consulting with each other and where 
appropriate with the other Powers having responsibility 


/for 


saDuasafay 
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NOO NO? 
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for action in relation to Germany, such agreed action 
(which so long as the Said Article 107 remains operative 
shall be ection under that article) as igs best 


calculated to put an end to this threat, 


article Lis 
Should ¢ither of the High Contracting Parties 
become again involved in hostilities with Germany, 
either in consequence of an armed attack, within the 


meaning of article 51 of the Charter of the United 


saduasafay 


Nations, by Germany against that Party, 

or as a result of agreed action taken against 
Germany under article I of this Treaty, 

or as a result of enforcement action taken egainst 


Germany by the United Nations Security Council, | 
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the other High Contracting Party will at once give 


NOONOT 


the High Contracting Party so involved in hostilities all 
the military and other support and assistance in*his 


power,. 


In. the event of either High Contracting Party being 
prejudiced by the failure of Germany to fulfil any 
obligation of sn economic character imposed on her as a. 
result of the Instrument of Surrender or arising out of 
any subsequent settlement, the High Contracting Parties - 
will consult with each other and where appropriate with 
the other Powers having responsibility for action in 


/rélation 


a 5~ 


relation to Germany, with a view to taking agreed : 
action to deal with the situation, 

Bearing in mind the interests of the other members 
of the United Nations, the High Contracting Parties will 
by constant consultation on matters affecting their 
economic relations with each other take all possible 
steps to enonnte Gis presently and 6conomic security 
of both countries and thus enable each of them to 
contribute more effectively to the economic and social 


objectives of the United Nations. 


(1) Nothing in the present Treaty should be 
interpreted as derogating in any way from the obligations 
devolving upon the High Contracting Parties from the 
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations or from 
any special agreements concluded in virtue of article 
43 of the Charter. 

(2) Neither of the High Contracting Parties will 
conclude any allicance or take part in any coalition 
directed against the other High Contracting Party; nor 
will they enter into any obligation inconsistent with 


the provisions of the present Treaty. 


article VI. 
The present Treaty is subject to ratification 


/and 
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NOOO NOT 


and the instruments of ratification will be exchanged 
in London as soon as possible, 

- It will come into force immediately on the exchange 
oy the instrunents of ratification and will remain in 
force for a period of fifty years. Unless cither of 
the High Contracting Parties gives to the other notice 
in writing to terminate it at least one year before 


the expiration of this period, it will remain in force 


without any specified time limit; subject to the right 


a 


_ 


of either of the High Contracting Parties to terminate 
it by giving to the other in writing a year's notice 
of his intention to do so. 


In witness whereof the above mentioned 
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Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty and 


affixed thereto their seals. 


NOG NO) 


Done in Dunkirk the fourth day of March 1917, 
in duplicate in inglish and French, both texts 


being equally authentic, 


Following document(s} retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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(Action 
completed.) 
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#, 


Ne ok id Reet Ree SRST aD 


Office of the British 
Political Representative ,Raee sas SEE Me 
Bucharest. Pe tee | | Deak ee 


February, 1947. 


, 


. 


Dear Eastern Department, 


Pfs reference to Mr. Sarell's telegram 
No.96 Secret of 3lst January regarding Mr. Schuli 


Loewenthal, we transmit herewith a photostat copy 


of the British Military Pass sent to him from 
Berlin, together with the envelope in which it 


arrived. We also enclose a photograph of 
Loewenthal himself. 


au 4afay 


He was born at Lipcani in 1890 and is holder 
of Roumanian passport No.26748, Series 021124, 
issued at Bucharest on 2nd January 1946, which 
has been renewed until 2nd January 1948. It bears 
a Roumanian exit visa, No.25012, granted on 10th 
December, 1946, for Denmark, issued by the Rouman: 
Milistry of the Interior with the number and date 
of the A.CG.Cc. (Soviet) approval endorsed upon it. 
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Loewenthal insists upon travelling to Denmark 
via Vienna, Linz and Nuremburg, and he wishes to 
interrupt his journey at each of these places. 


NOG NO) 


We are sending copies of this letter without 
enclosures to Berlin, Vien | 


Yours ? rete es 
CHAN , | 


Eastern Department, | 
Foreign Office, 


“4 


Frisicent Loewentrel 
Vereinigung humaniecrer 
wliichtlinzge sue DSenutsch-— 


wa 
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Kumrniers 
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Bu kearesrv 


GroB-Beriin  Streca Sf.Cor-stentin 24 
Bezirksam! Charlotteaburg = ape? 
- Verwaltungsa mt . 


‘ Porugchiiro 
“Keisercarem 45/46 I 
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NO0NOT 


Bezircacnt Charlottenburg Charlottenburg, den 1°: 12.1946 
Vervaltungsent EBateeréens &§ 
Zuzugsbdro 


| pe @ SS ©OGS8 OOOO S2SOGGSG8GOSS02ES 688880 OOO 
| Hierait sird besebefaigt,é08 éer Sir 
‘Berrn Sebult Loewenthel und Ebefreu : 7 
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On a piece of paper with a letter headin; showing thnt it 
originated from the Rumanian “‘inistry of Foreign Affairs the 
following letter is written. The he:ding is as follows: 


Translation from the German, 


He d Offices, 
BUCHARES?, 
Str. Poparusu 30. 


(Jewish ‘orld Congress 563/BU Section visa étranger) 
DLS Nik 


To the Allied Military Mission, BUCHAREST, 


The holder of the present letter, Sehuli LOWENTHAL, is president 
of the Association of Rumanian Refugees of GERMANY, an Association 
redognised by the Ilfov Tribunal, BUCHAREST, exeré¢ising its activity 
under 18/1946. Mr. LOWENTHAL will shortly tr:vel to AUSTRIA, GEQUANY 
and DENMARK, accompanied by his wife, as a special delegate and in the 
interests of the said association. In order to fulfill his duties, 
all appropriate occupation authorities are hereby requested to accord 
him the respective entry and exit visa, as well as to allow his sojourn 
in their zones. All military ani civil authorities are requested to 
accord him all the necessary assistance and protection. 


BUCH \REST, Rumania. 


Jan 16 1947 


(Signatures of president, secretary general and 
treasurer of the Association of Rumanian 


refugees of Germany.) 
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Headquarters , 
Control Commission for 
Germany (B.E. ) P 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


Pol/ 8F 27/47 


# 


3rd March, 1947. 


INDEXED 
| I B2f : / ue 
With refererice to Bucharest's Chancery 
letter 47/13/47G of 12th February about 


Loewenthal, we would be glad to have a 
photostat copy here of the supposed Entry 


Permit. 


Dear Department, 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
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Next Paper. 
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SECRET 3 y 19 
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Would you please refer to Foreign Office 
telegram No. 493 of 16th January about Representative 


Dear Department, 


Somers! attempt to persuade the President of the 


Dominican Republic to assist illegal immigration 
into Palestine. 


We would prefer on the whole not to take this 
up even informally with the State Department because 
there is a not inconsiderable risk that our remarks 
would leak out and President Trujillo's difficulties 
with the United States might be increased. A leak- 
age would be made the most of by the extreme 
Zionists, as Somers is one of the co-chairmen of 
Gillette's American League for a Free Palestine, 
and in view of the legal position as regards the 
League's advertisements supporting illegal immigra- 
tion (our telegram No. 43 of 4th January), we 
could hardly hope for any comparable advantage 
to offset this risk. Representative Somers's views 
are well known to the State Department, and as his 
effort appears fortunately to have defeated itself, 
we think it would be wiser to leave it at that. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 


Ke 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, 5.W.l. 
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END 


BRITISH LEGATION, 


ls DEE 4 STCCKHOLM. 


Ble 207 7 : 18th February, 1947. 


ww 
ad 


‘Ye tried all the arguments in the enclosure to your 
letter EH 813/1.8/G of February 6th some time ago, with very 
little effect. 


Dear Hestern Department, 


The Swedes agreed with (a) in priicinle, and also ‘b) snd 
(c) but contended that nobody had supplied any vroof (though 
admittedly there was 8 strong supposition) that the emizgr nts 
were going to Palestine. Their laws did not in any case allow 
of their invectisating the deetinstion of those leaving Sweden 
The Jews had done nothing illegal in hiring # ship tc go te 
Cuba. If they did not go tnere, it wae not Sweden’s business 


We sugvested that the "Ulua’ might be armed, and they 
agreed that that would be an offence Suninst their laws and 
lmmedlately carried out a meticulous 2 srch but without 
finding anything. 

we suggest, wit: all deference to legal opinion, that 
"the element of violence" is not present in the Jews” attempt 
Go enter Palestine. It only arises when we try to stop them. 


We shall, nowever, continue to press our requests, but 
without great expectations. 


Yours ever, 


ATOORLTOLM 


Eestern Department, 
’ FOrPGien OCririce. 
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Following document(é) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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